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the Supreme Authority of the Nation, the Com- 
mons Aſſembled in PART IAM AAN xr. 


Right Honourable, ; 2-434 | ; 
x F all the Times which the Holy One of Iſrael hath cauſed to paſs over the Nati- 
75 ans of the 3 old, there hath no ony (From ille days of old) been ſo filled with emi- 
nent Diſcovtii?s of bus preſence, power, and providence, in doſing of all Affairs 
9 bore below according to the counlel of his on Will, as the Seaſon whercin be 
*Dath made you a SpeRacle unto men and Ahgels , being the Inſti ume nt in his 
| hand, to perform all his pleaſure. Neither in this Seaſon bath he ufo any Oppor- 
— tunily ſo P's bold apo big own Strength and Goodnt , o manifeſt the 
© fixedneſs of his Eye on thoſe , who dre as the Appla ot it, at in that mig hy Delrv-ranc:, the high 
2 praiſes whercof, according io his good hand upon you, you lately rendred unto hum. 
.. The more Brauy and de ſirablen Is any Deſign ag anf tue Lord ( hriſt is cloathed withal , the move 
Power and Subril it ſuppoi ted with, the greater is the Brightneſs of his coming for it s waſting 
and Dofolation. 31 ith wha; Deccivableneſs of Unrighteowneſs, and Lycs in Hypocriſie, the Tate 
t of theſe in Seorland, with their Adberents( which alſs was of the fam, and is gane 


_ = . W "ot 4 an, is in ſhmec me aſure now madę nate, lo the loathing of its Aboyginati- 


- 
+ & 


RY 


- - «A, v 
14 ry % * * % * 
CO 5 * 
: Ig * + +% * 5 * 
1 , - 
Ng . 3: (Y3 F 7 
e . 4 
„* I 2 + "A * 
N 9 N 4 1 AE 1 * 
n — 
C24 
3 
ade Wh 
—* 
$77 : 
* - 
* 0 . = 


a foundation ſo gb and Revitnge, in covcring private and ſordid ems 
with a — of things Puvliqu: and Glorious; in Limning a {ate of Religion upoy a worldly 
Stoch Z N caling diſtan 5 and Mood) Animsſities, to compaſe one Comm End, that a Thea- 
ter might be provided to att ſeveral parts upon, in pleading a Neceſſity ſrom an Oath of God, wnto 
mo ſi de ſperatt liidertulites ugainſt God, and juth like things as theſe, perhaps it gives net place lo any 
which former Aces haut been. arquaimed withal, Now tovejctt all the Claims of the Authors and 
Abettors thercof to a Commiſſion from above, lo deveſt them of all Pretences to Religion and Ze ale 
thereof, to diſappoint them in theit cxpetted Aſſoriations, and to make all their Strength become as Tow 

that bath ſmelt the fire, hath been his work alone, who takes to himſelf his great Power, to carry 
an the Intert ſbof lus Kingdo 4g ainſt all Oproſers. Under the ſhadow of thu mercy , compoſed of 
4s many Branc of „ iſdom, Power, Goodneſs, and Faithſulne ſs, as am ou ward Diſpenſation hath 
5. brought ſorth ſince the name of Chriſtian was known, ds you now ſit in Counſel, and the Refidut of 

tte Nation in Peace ? » hat Obligations om the Lord? What Cords of Love Src upon us The Re- 
bY tarnal and Improve ment of all lus dealings with us, which be requireth and (xpectethiſiom us, I have 
ſome you unto inthe following Sermon, For the preſcnt, I ſpall onciy adde, that as whatever there 
bath been, of he, Gl ory, or Advan: age uno the people of Gol, in the late Tranſattions, hath been 
emmently of nadeſeruvcd Grace; So the dreat!/ i Nengrance which the Lord bath execute d againſt the 
men of bis Enmity and i urſare, bath bern oſt rights ouſly'procured , by their clothing curſed Deſigns 
Revenge, Perſecution, pondage in Soul and Body, Spoyl and Rapin:, with the moſt «lor ous preten- 

* ces of Zeal, Covenant, Reformation, and ſuc h like things, which new. came into their hearts. Theres 

| fore that the Go! of all our Mertief and Del vcrances would for exit keep alrve in your Hearts a faith- 

iu Achnowledgement of his Grace, and a Prafiical Dete ſtation of thoſe ways which are ſuch a Pig 

F- Pocation to the Eys of bis Glory, ſhall be the conſt ant Prayer of 


From my Your moſt humble Seryanr 
Study ch. 
Ch. 000, = | 


Nov. 7. in our deareſt Lord, 


Joun. Own. 


3 
1 "i 
* DR : 
* q Js: 4,508 
1 . 3 — T 
ak — > — L—___—_—--- — — „ 5 
KA WW 


_ 


— 


A 
— Fats — 


— F * $ 52” i N. 
ang 4 ai geen ler, and. haus made the f 
and have dune iu. 4 e Ret, oh 


* AS u \nll-che-wyits-of 7 ut + 4 e! 12 ( a e er 
unpre 

8 they dec 

be children 


Lords 


Vea oſten times ( eſpecially when judicial blindneſs is gone torth upon them) though they can- 
not but lee his Arn awahed 4s of old, and made bare, they will not t̃eſt in bis ſoveraign — | 
of things, bur riſe up againſt the works of his revenge and holineſs ; like wild beaſts that are pur- 
ſucd,when all ways of cicape & turning are ſhut up, they ſlie im the face of hun that to them 
they repeat wot of thor evil dcedis, but bite their tons u: E 
Lea ſuch b the power of decchvable luſts, that many will adaure at the of others in 
former generation, who conſidered not the works of God, (as the Jews in the wilderneſs) when 
theniſelves ate under actual contempt ot no lefs glorious diſpenſations: like the Phariſees who 
bewailed the folly of their fathcrs in perſe cu'iug the Prophets, when themiclyes were endea vouxing 
tekill the Son of God, Mart.25.29,30. * N 61 
To bring then upon the {pirits of men, a comαν, of the works of God, and his righteouſneſs 

therein, ſo. as to prevail with them to reſt in his determination of things, is a —— — 
him, who knows all their hearts within them, and can carry on the ifjues of his provigen il ro 
a man they ſhall ſay, Verily there is areward ſo/ the righttaxsguerily he is a God who ſwdgeth in the carth, 

Pſ. 58. 11. & this is that which the Lord here undertakes to accompliſh, And, ſauh he, al the trees, &c. 

In the preaching and propheſying ot Exccluelʒ this one thing among others is eminent , that he 
was Artifex parabolarum, a wondertul framer of Simulitudes aud Parables, a way of tcheaing att en- 

-ded with much evidence, cleexnc!s and power. K 

In parricular, he frequently compares the world to a field, or a ſerreſtʒ and rhe inhabitants of it, to 
the trees thetein. An alluſion excecdingly proper, confidering the great variety & difference of com- 
dition both of the one & the other. the trees of the feld, ate ſome high,ſome low, ſome green, ſome 
diy, ſome ſtram. ſome weak, ſome ſoſi, ſme conempible, ſome [rwitful,ſorne barren,lome ſeſul, ſume 
altogecher w/{leſs; ſo that you have all ſorts of perſons, high & lou, of what condition, re lation, or 
inte reſt he ver, elecrly repreſented by che wees ot the field: and theſe are the trees in my Text. 

This chap.unto v. a, & taken up mn a Kidale,aParablegvith the expoſition of it. The time being 
come that God would deſtroy the outward viſible Monarchy of che ems, ſor their falſe worthip, 
Tyranny, perfecution,& oppreſſion, he emplays the Nug of halylan in that work, who ſubdues the 


wt the Nation, takes away two Kings one after another, and appoints Zdeh1iah a titulat Governour 


under him; but the wrath of Gad being to come upon them to the uttermoſt, he allo cloſes with 
ey rebels againſt him by whoſe 0 alone he had any right to be aRuler,v.16, fo way is 
made by his ruinc,to pur an end to the kingly ren of the heuſcloſ Pavid in frruſalem, Jer. 29. 16. 

The Lord had of old, erected + b/arty cove ment in che houlc of Har] not for any<minency 
in the Government ir iel{,or tor the civil advantage of that people; ſot he had long betore cho- 
ſen and eſtabliſhed another conſiſt ng of ſeventyElders of the oe, Num. 11.24, to whom he added 
Prophets & Fudges extraordinarily aled up in {everal generations, accord ng to his promſe, Daw. 
18.18.which when the people rejected, he ſaid, h rejected um, or his inſtitution, 1 Sam. 8.7, bur 
that it might be a Typ: of the ipiricual dominior. of their Mcſtah,and fo was a part of their jede- 
do ie and bondage, as were the reſidue of their I) pesevery ane of them: yea,the moſi{glorious en- 
joyments wharſnever, which were granted them,which did yer repreſent ſomething that was uſter- 
wards to be brought in, was part of that ſervile eſtate wherein God kept that people, that with- 
out us they ſhould not be made perfect, But uo this carnal people beholding che oute d beau- 
ty, luſtre, and glory of the Type, they began ro * in it, to che neglect of the ſpiritual Kingdom 
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Ao yed all their outward — yr glory, 14. 1. 11, 12. Jer. 5. 4, 14,13. 
Bo in particular dealt he with their Kingly government, when once they began to account their 
bondage their glory, and to embrace the ſhadow in ſtead of the 5 this did he, to recal 
them to a ſerious conſideration of the tendencie of all Typical rnſtiextions,-and the deſigne he was 
carrying on concerning the Kingdom of Chriſt. Hence, v.22 ot this Chap. he calls them from 
their rhoughrfulneſs a bout the deſtructi - , deſolations, and contentions that were amongſt them 
in reference to their Civil Rule, to the co Aeration of that deſigne which be was ſecretly and ſi- 
lently carrying on, under all theſe diſpeniations. I will alſo take off the higheſt branch of the bigh 
ceday, ad wifes; 1 will crop off from the top of bis young twigs a tender one, and will plant it up- 
on an high mountain and eminint : in the mountain of the heig hr of 1frael will 1 plant it; and it (hall 
bring forth boughs , and bear fr uit, and be a goodly cedar ; and under ut ſhall dwell all fowl of every 
wing : in the ſhadow of the branches thereof (hall they dwell, As it the Lord ſhould fay, There is a 
great noiſe in the world about ſetting up and plucking down of Kyngs, in this their carnal rule; 
and many of you ſee not elle, you look no farcher : bur 1 42. my work in hand; my 
is not bounded within theſe limits, and outward appearances : I am ſetting upa King that 
ſhall have another manner of dominion and rule then theſe worms of the earth: He ſhall ſtaud, 
as Micah 5. 4. The ſetting up then of the Kingdom of Chriſt, who i the higheſt b/anch of the 
eh Cedar , and planting it in che Church, rhe Mountain of Iſracl, with the proſperity thereof, and 
ſatery of him that ſhall dwell therein, is the ſubject of verſ. 22. chap. 23. 
This being chat, to the conſideration whereof God here calls his people in ſuch a ſeaſon, I ſhall 
name Two ryations from this connexion of the words. 
Obſ. 1. In the midſt of all the tumults and embro:lments of the Nations that which the I ord takes pe- 
tua as. bis 0wn deſigne, into-bis own managemen',u the carrying on of the Kingdom of the Lord Feſus. 
Lou ate about your work; (ſa ich the Lord) I alſo am about mine: you have your orauches and 
Cedars; I alſo ha ve one to plant, chat ſhall flour i ſh. | 
Dan.2.44- In the days of theſe kings, ſhall the God of heaven ſei up a Kingdom that ſhall never be 
deſtroyed, &c. Were not thoſe Kings and Kingdoms alſo of his ſerting up, that it is ſaid , in tbeir 
'days he ſha ll ſet up one of his on? Yea doubtleſe, He changeth the times and the ſeaſons ; be ſelteth 
tp kings, and remoutth gings. Dan.2.21. He ruleth in the kingdom of mo n, and giveth it to whomſoe ver 
he will, Chap. 4.25. There is not a perſecuting Pharaoh, but he raiſes him up for bus own purpoſe 
"Exod.g.16; But yet, in reſpect of the Kingdom of his Son, he ſpeaks ot them as if he had nothing 
to do with them, In their days, I will do my own work, advance the Kingdom of the Lord Chriſt. 
There are great and mighty works in hand in this Nation: Tyrants arc puniſhed, the jaws of Op- 
preſſors are broken, bloody revenge ſul perſecutors diſappointed, &, ve hope, Goveinots ſer up that 
that may be juſt, ruling in the fear * the Lord, that may be as th: light of th:morning, &c. 2 Sam. 23. 3, 4. 
The hand of the Lord hath been wonderiully exalted in all cheſe thing: But yet ſhould we reſt in 
them, ſhould they not be brouglu into an immediate ſubſerviencie to the Kingdom. of the Lord 
Jeſus, the Lord rig pry. diſtinguiſh between them and his own peculiar deſigne, and ſay, In the 
days of theſe changes 1 will do ſo and ſo; ſpeak of them as it he had nothing to do with them. The 
carrying on of the intereſt ot Chriſt, is his pcculiar a im; he of his goodnels make it ours alſo. 
Obſ.z. Among all the deſiencs that are on foo: in the world, there is none hath either ſtability,fixedneſsy 
en final ſucceſs hut onc iy the de ſigne of Go i coucern ug the Kin on of Clift, Other branches may be 
let, bur the Branch of the Loid onely proſpers. The like lieſt appearances of other und ertakings, 
ate but as the glorious riſing of the ſun in the morninꝑ, quickly el / uded. The intereſt of Chrift is 
like Zoſeph,Gen.49.23 2.4. oft · times the archers ſhoot at it, and gr:c-/2 u; bur in the cloſe, the bowe 
thereof abides in ſtrength: and therefore this is the iſſue of all cheſe diſpenſarions, That the Ring- 
dom and Nations are at length to be poſſeſſed by the Lord Chrift his ſhceat Nanding up, and all others 
bowing thereunto. And unto the conſideration of theſe things , in the mid{t of all che rumuks 
in che world, doth God effectually rocal his people, and wirhal tells then how he wilt-carry it on, 
in the words of my Text, And all the trees, &c. In che words three things are to be oblerved, 
1. The worth tha! God aferibe; tobimſelf : and chat he ſets doiyn under a twofold ſimilitude: 
r. Of Jullmg down the high tree, and ſetting up the low! tree. 
2. Of din up the green tree, and making the dry tr: '0 fl ouriſh. 
And both theſe ſimilitudes are coincident , ſerving oucly in this redoubling,for the cIcarcr illu- 
ion ot that which they ſhadow out. | 2. There 
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know. 
. A particular aſſurance that the Lord gives for the accompliſhment of all this, fr om the engazement 
bis Name. I Lord, &c. - ' 

For the firſt, the expreſſion of the work of the Lord, it may be taken two ways: 1. Strifly 
and properly. 2. Largely, and by the way of analogie and proportion, 

In the firſt way, you may conſider, | 

1. The tree that is to be caſt down andwithered ; and that is the high tree, and the green tree. 
A tree that in their eyes had both beauty and vigour, high and green: This was the Zudaical 
Kingdom, admured and delighted in by the Jews : this, fays God, I will reje& ; as alſo he will 
many a tall Lab, that even ſome Samy:!s may think ro be his Anointed. a 

2. The tree that is to be exalted, and made to flouriſh ; and that is the leme tree, the dry 
tree, comemptible for growth; it is /owe, uſe leis for truit; it is diy, And this is the ſpirnual 
Kingdom ot the Meſſiah, contemned, deipiſed : This, ſays God, I will exalt, carry on, and 
make glorious, For though the intereſt of Ghriſt and the Coſpel may ſeem lowe and dry for 
a ſeaſon, in compariſon ot the glory of other flouriſhing intereſts ; yer, in the luc, it ſhall be 
cxalred above them all. 

2. As taken morc lage, and by the way of Analogie; and ſo the bighand the green tree are 
the things of the moſt glorious appearance in the world, perſons and ſtates chat ſeem to be ex- 
ceedingly ſuted for the work that God hath to do, that are in the greateſt probability to be 
eminent ly inſtrumental in h hand. But alas, ſays God, theſe Lvill pull down, and cauſe to 
wither, Perhaps you will think it ſtrange, that a mighty Monarchy, a triumphing Prelacic, a 
thriving Conformity, ſhould all be brought down : bur ſo it ſhall be: Euery mountain ſhall be 
made a plain. 

2. The /owe tree, and the dry tree, arc things, perſons, Afiemblics, ourwardly weak and con- 
temptible, ſuch as wiſe men do verily believe that God will ncver uſe: they will not underſtand 
that ſuch Moſes s (hall be deliverers ; but cry, Who made them judges and Rulers ? But cven 
theſe will God exalt, and cauſe to flourith : . Every valley ſhall be exalted. 

Two Obſervations flow from hence, which I ſhall inſiſt upon. 
Fo Ia the cariymg on of the inte reſt of Chrift and the Goſpel,Go4 will work wonderful providential 
alterations. 
. 2. The aflings of Gods providence, in carrying on the iutveHH of Chiift y ſhall be excecdingly un- 
Juted to the Keaſonings and = of the off of the ſons of men. | 

Some trees muſt be pluck'd duwn, and ſome ta. ſed up; yea, high trees thrown down, and 
the lowe cauled to flouriſh. 

2. There js che iſſue of Gods thus dealing in reſpect of others, AU the trees of the field, &c. 
By the trees of the field are meant men of all forts that are concerned in theſe tranſactions: 
and hercin you may obſerve two things. 

I. Something iti; and that is, an unwillingneſs in men to own theſe diſpenſations of 
God. Hence the Lord undertakes himſch to ſet on a conviction upon them, as a thing of 
great difficulty. : 

2. Something capreſſed ; which is the conviction it ſelf that (hall inthe iſſue fall upon them, 
notwithſtanding all the ir reluctancie. Hence allo are theſe rwo Obſer vations. 

1. Men are execeding wirwilling io ſee and on the hand of Gol, in thoſe works of bu providence 


which anſwer no: their reaſonings, inte re fis, and expettations. 

2. The Lord will not ceaſe walking contra io the carnal reaſonings of men, in his mgh'y works or 
the carrying on the intereft of the Lord Jeſus, un: by hand be ſcen, own:d, and confeſſed. 

For what remains concerning the a//w ace of the accompliſhment of all this, from the 4. 
gagement of his Name, I ſhall oncly adde, 

That the power and fuithſula f of Gol are engaged in the cariy'ne on the things of the K;ng on: 
of Chriil, to the conviction of the moit [tu5born oppoſers. 

I beg n with the fuſt. 8 | 

' Inthe(ar.yirg on ihe micreit of chi anu the Goel, God. will work n 5c" = 
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| ; Netionas, States and Men on the enth. 
When the beginning of F dominion of Antichriſt, was 
followed with wars, tumults, and deſtructions; it was objected to Latber , that chat do&rine 
could not be of God, which was attended with ſuch deſolations. He replied, according to the 


vigout oſ his ſpirits Ego uiſi tumslius iſtas uidere s Chrifium in mundo eſſe non crederem : Did he 


not ſee thoſe tumults, he would not believe that Chriſt was come forth into the world. 

The Lord tells you how he will bring on his Kingdom, Hag. 2.6, . 1 will ſhahe the heavens, 
and the eaith, aud the ſea, and the dry laud. And I will ſhake a na'ions, aud the deſire of all na- 
tions ſhall come, &c, The deſirc of the nations, is to be brought in by che ſhaking of the nations, 
1 hiey ate to be civil moved, that they may be pi tally eſtabliſhed. Neither are they onely 
to be ſhaken, but allo ro undergo great altetatioas in their ſnak inge, Heb. 12.37, This word 
yt ohce more ſigu ßes the rems viug of theſe things that are ſhah u, — abngs that are made, that 
thoſe things that canne: be ſbaken may rema n. They muſt have a removol, as well as a thaking : 
Merd du, a change, a tranſlation. Moſt Nations, in their Civil Conft.cur:on, lie out of or- 
der for the bringing in of the intereſt of Chriſt: they muſt be ſhaken up, and new diſpoſed of, 
that all obſtacles may be taken away. The day of the Goſpel is not oncly terrible in its diſ- 
covering light, and as it is a hing ſurnace, Mal. 3.2. but allo in its devourmng fry, as it is a con 
ſuming oven, Chap. 4.1. 

There ate threc. principal ſea ſons of the Lords eminent appearance to carry on the King- 
dom of Chriſt and the Goſpel, and all attended with dreadiul proidemial alterations : and 
unto one of theſe Heads may all particular actings be reduced. | 

1. The firſt is, the promulgation of the Golpel among the Jews, by the Lord Chriſt himſelt 
and bis Apoſtles. What this was attended withal , is graphically deſcribed, Marth. 24. 6, 7. 
Aud ye ſhat! hear of wars, and rumours of wats : for nation ſhall riſe againſt Nation , and kinzdom 
2 i and there (ball be famimes, and peſtilences, and earthquakes in divert places. And 

of it you have, verſe. 29. Immediately after the tribulation of thoſe days, ſhall the ſun be 
darkned, and the moon ſhall ng: gruc ber light, and the ſtars ſhall fall from veaven, and the powers of 
keaven ſhallbe ſhaken. The Judaical State, in all the height and glory of it, was utterly con- 
ſumed ; ſo that all fleſh, all the Jews, were in danger of utter deſtruction, v. 22. Their own 
Hiſtorian bimſelf a Jew, affirming , chat, trom the foundation of the world, never was there 
ſuch deſtruct ion and deſolation brought upon any Nation. Which words of his, are a Com - 
ment on that prediction of our Saviour, Math. 24.21. And the reaſon of this eminent deſo- 
lation, you have, Iſ4.9.546. 

2. The ſecond is, in the further carrying on of the Goſpel after the deſtruction of Zeruſaler, 
thorowour the world of the Gentiles, ſubject then in a great proportion to the Romane Em- 
pire. And what is the iſſue hereof > The opening of the fix Seals immediately follows therc- 
on, Rev.6. which (after manifold and various alterations) end in that dreadſul diſſolution of 
the Pagan Empire, which you have deſcribed, trem v.14. to the end. 

3. moſt ſigna l is the coming of the Lord Chriſt, to recover his people frem Antichri- 
ſtian idolatry and oppreſhon ; which, of all others, is and ſhall be attended with the moſt 
aſtoniſhing alterations and deſolations, pull ng down of high rrecs , and exalring them that 
are lowe. Thence is that war, deſcribed cw. 17. 13. and that mighty vengeance pourcd hut 
„Ke Lord Chriſt on the Nations, their Kings and Captains, Chap. 19. v. 11, ro the end; 
which the holy Ghoſt deſcribes by a collection of all the moſt dteadtil Exprefiions which are 
anywhere uſed to ſer out great devaſtations in the Old Teſtament, 

And this is the Head whereunco the preſent a7frngs of providonce in this Nation ate ro be ro- 
ferred; they all tend to the accompliſhment of his main defigne there'n. He that thinks Fa- 
byloa is contined to Rome, and its open Idolatry, knows nothing of hahe, nor of the Wop 
TFeruſalem : The depth of a ſubtil Myſtery, doth not lie in grols vifible Folly : It hat! becn 
in ſinuating it ſelf into all the Nations for 1600 yeers, and ro moſt of them is now become as 
the marrow in their bones: before it be wholly ſhaken out, rheic heavens muſt be dite ed, 
and the earth ſhaken; their tall trees hewed down, and ſet a howling, &cv.13. and the reſidue 
of them tranſplanted from one end of che earth to another. 

This, I ſay, then is the work chat the Lord hath now in hand; And this is a day of ons. 
kulncl; 
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fulbeſz in reference to what he harh done for m in this Natich. I know no b 
iting God ſor any work, chen the finding out of hs defgne therein, and clofing wi 


go with him two, for his glory. The two Tribes and an half fate not down in their own poſ- 
ſeſſions, until the whole work of the Lord was done, I ſpeak not with reſpect to any engage- 
ments of war with Frraign Nations; what have I to do with things that are above me? You 
will 6nde work enough for your 2cal ro the kingdom of Chriſtar * ; and this is the work 
of. thankfulneis which you are called unto. 

Now the Rea ons of this ate, 

Reap. 1, Becauſe aun nggſt all mn, where the Kingrom of chu iſt is to be ſer up, there is ſome- 
thing or other poſſcilcd, at he alone muſt and will have; and therefore the Lord, giving Je- 
ſus Chriſt by: his o lane it muſt needs be attended with great alieratious. 1 dare ſay, 
until of late (whatever now is) there was not any State or Nation in the World, where the 
name of Chriſt is known, bu: that there was an entrenchment upon that which is the r- 
tion and inheritance of the I d Chriſt, and that detained with falihood and farce. You, feen 
is the ſo!ly and Hindus moſt men, chat they think their greateſt intereſt lies, in holding 


chat taſt, which Chriſt will take from chem, Pha e like, that thouęlit it the great advantage | 


of his kingdom, not to let the people go, when ir proved the ruine of him and his Land. This 


I dare fay will in the iſſue be the ruine of all, or moſt of the tall trees of Eu De; they have 


graſped much of the power of Cu iſt, and endeavour to impoſe on the conſciences of his in the 


wortbip of God, or otherwiſe oppicts them in what he hath purchaſed for them; and, by x 


dreadful miſtake, they ſuppoſe theit own intereſt lies therein, which makes them hold faſt, until 
Chriſt hath ſnaken them all to pieces, and taken away even that alſo which was their on. The 
late King had learned a ſaying from his Predeceſſor, No Byſbop, no Ring. Hence he ſuppoſes his 
main intereſt to lic in holding taſt Pre; whatever he ſeems to part withal, that he will not 
ler go, that's his main intereſt. And what is this Prelacy ? a meer Antichriſtian encroachment 
upon the inherirance of Chriſt, Chriſt coming to take his on, ſhakes the other to pic- 
ces. Thoſe who would have been our Oppreflors in Sretland, but that God harh cruſh-& 
the Cockatrice in the (hell, and filled the pit with their dead bodies which they had digge d 
for us, they alſo had prepared a Procruſter bed, a heavy yoke, a beaſt that had ir grown to 
per fect ion, would have had horns and hoofs , and in maintaining this, they think their great 
intereſt ro lic. | 
And in holding this faſt , are they after all their Aſſociations broken in pieces, and this is 
one caulc, 
Re af. 2. The works that God hath to do in ſuch a ſeaſon, require is ; God hath three great 
works to do, inthe day ot his carrying on the imeteſt of Chriſt and the Goſpel. 
1 He hath gra: rouicnges lo take. 
2: He hathercat deliverances to work, 
3 He hath great diſ ois to make, I (hall but touch on each. 
1 He bathgreat rewtii2;s to iakes and that on three forts of Perſons. 
1 On ore H rabylomans ; falle worſhippers and perſecutors: Whileſt the Bride is preparing 
for the Lord Chriſt, he goes forth with the Armie s of Heaven ſolowint him to take 
vengeance on theſe his enemies, K:v.19.11, Theſe are the Abſolonu, the ulurpers 1/2.43. 1 4. 
of hs thrune, the Hamans, the torcers ot his ſpouſe, the chieſeſt adverſaries ot his cr. 25.12, 
kingdom: He (ha/! fill pla es with dead bores of thoſe, and upon this account, 41.51.35 
wou the heals 0477 many Countries, Pſal. 110.6. The Axe is laid to the root of Re. 16.18. 
many a tall Tree on this core, ven in this Nation, whete he is reckoning fur blood, | 
and impofition of yokes ; and he hath found out men, inheriting this ſpirit from one genera. 
tion to another. 
2 Scoſſin: Edom et, there is a twofold quarell that Cod ha th with that generation of men. 
Their rc/opcing, at Sons diftreſs, an deſiring its cucreiſe, Pſal. 1 57. 6. 
2 Their endeavour to deſtroy the reſidue, when at any time ſtreightned, Obrd. 14. How ma- 
wy in the late tryal, rejoyced in the traights of S? Thar ſate expecting our deſtruct i n, cut 
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vay o 
it. God hath gone with you (1 hope) nh to che end or your work; leave him not until he 
comes to the end of his. Heath cempelled you to go with him on: mile for your own good; 


thay 


e 1 * 


chey might have riſen vo ſtand'in cys/s ms to have cut off them chat eſcaped: wherewith (hould' 
rhey havEreconciled chemſelves to their Maſter, but with the Heads of che ſervants of Chriſt? - 
God hath vengeance in ſuch a day as this fos Edom alſo. 

3 Luhewarm Laodiceans, neutraliſts, that drink wine in bowls, and are no way moved at the 
ſuffering of Joſeph. Gallis's, that care for none of theſe things ? there is not a generation in 
the Wor ld wich whom the Lord is more provoked,then with this Aerox generation: when God 
is jealous tor Sion, he is di{pleaſed with them that are at eaſe, Zach, 1.14,15, Now conſidering 
how many-perions of all theſe ſorts are fixed in the Nation, and you will ſee that vengeance 
carn2t be taken cn them withour great akerations, 

2" He hath deltverances lo work : It is the time of viſiting the Priſoners of hope: the prey muſt 
be taken our of the Zaws of the terrible : every ſtaff of the op refſor brok.n in peeces ; yea, he 
delivers bus Saints, not onely from all chat they have ſuffered, but from all that was in the con- 
trivance of their enemies to bring upon them, hi ch is greater then they can execute; and 
this will coſt ſomeching beſore the Phoroahs of the Nation, will let his people go. 

3 He hath great Trials to make. 
1 Of bis own, that they may be purged. 
2 Of Hypocrites, that they may be diſeoucred. 
1 The day of carrying on the intereſt of Chriſt, is a day of purifying and purging, Dau. 12. 
to. Many ſhall be ned mn. and made white, and tryed. That is a day like a furnace, Mal.3. That 
will conſume droſs and Tin. Th: remainder of the people muſt be brought through 
- Zach.3.3, the fire, Zach.13.9, 7oſhua's Garmcues are dehiled by dwelling in Babylon, many of 
: ©  Chriſts own have contracted ruſt and ſoyl, have got carnal intereſts and ingage- 
ns Of che diovery 2 . bd of ths Seder cher they ſalew t 
2 0 i of H tes, It is emphatically ſaid of the Saints, that they ſollom the 
Lamb mhethenſocver be goes: All ſorts of profeſſors will follow him in ſome paths, 
Reuel. 14.4. in ſuch as are conſiſtent with their Power, Dominion, and Advantages, they are 
John 6. 126. even ready to run betore him: but he hach ſome paths that ar unpleaſing to fleſh 
and blood, pachs that he gives no loaves in; here men chat ſays they are Jews aud 
are no*, but tye , give quite out from him. Now upon all theſe ſeveral accounts, muſt that day 
of the Goſpel, of neceſſity be attended with great providential alteration. 

Vſe 1. To diſcover where dwells that ſpirit which actuates all the great Alterations chat have 
been in theſe · nations. Such things ha ve been brought to paſs as have fill'd the World with a- 
mazement. A Monarchy of ſome hundred yeers comtinuance, always affecting, and at length 
wholly degenerated into Tyranny; deſtroyed, pulled down, ſwallowed up; a great and migh- 
ty Po:entate that had 1 Te ror in the Land of the living , and laid his ſword under his bead, 
brought co puniſhment for blood. Hyfocrucs and ſelfiſh men abundantly d ſcbvered. iſe 
men made fools, and the ſtrong as water. A Nation ( that of Sco land ) engaging for and a- 

| wewp the ſame caule, backward and forward, twice or thrice, always ſecking where to finde 
ir own gain and intereſt in it, at length totally broken, in oppoſition to that cauſe wherewith 

at firſt they cloſed ; multitudes of P; of: ſſo,s, one yeer praying, faſting, migbtily rejovcing up- 
on the leaſt ſucceſs, bearing it out as a ſigne of the preſence of God; another yeer whilſt rhe 
ſame work is carryed cn, Cw ſing, Repmine, fighting the marvelous appearance of God in anſwer 
unto prayers and moſt ſolenui appeals, being very angry at the deliycrances of Sirn; on the 
otherſide, all the m/ghty ſucce ſles that God hath (followed poor de piſed ones withal, being with 
chem as with thoſe in days of old, Heb.11.13. 0 through faith \whdurd Kingoms, wrour bt 
Righteouſneſs, obtamed promiſes, flopped the mouths of Lyons, qu ncbed the w9/ence of fire, efraped 
the edge of the Sword, out of weakneſs were made ftiong, waxed waliant in fight, nnd to ſlizht the 
armies of the Aliens. Hel ſay chat ſhall contider all this, may well enquire after that pt inci- 
le, whi _ regularly carryed on, yet meeting with rhe corruption and luſts ot men, 
Id ſo wheel them about, and work ſo many m'ghty alterations. Now what is this, bur the 
madft effectual deſign of the Lord, to carry on the intereſt of Chriſt and the Goſpel, whatever 
Kands in the way, This bears down all before it, wraps up ſome in blood, ſome in hardneſs, 
und is moſt eminently ſtraight and holy in all theſe tranſactions. 1/a.14.2. at ſhall one then 
anſwer the meſſengers if ihe Nction ? That the Led bath ſounded Sion, and the poor of bis people 
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Die 2. To wagnific the goo Ineſs of God who unto us hath ſweerned and ſeaſoned ö 
ful diſpenſations, and all the alterations in thoſe Nations, wi th this his gracious pings 
chem all: this is that which put: all the ir beauty and tuſter on them, being curwardly. 
drea ſſul and horrible, The carrying on of this (which is hidden from the men of the w who 
have therefore no joy,) is the only thing we have to rejpyce in this day; our Victoriet have no 
g'ory, but whar they receive from hence: //a. 4.2. That blood which is an acceptable Gacrifice to 
the Lord, is the blood of the enemies of this deſign of his: the vengeance that is to be delighred 
in» is the Vengeance of the Temple : Heaven and all that is in it, is called to rejoyce when Babylon 
it d:ftreyed with vielence and fury, Rom. 20. 21. when thoſe who would not have the King of 
Saint re1pneAare brought jonth and Vain before his face; and in this God makes diſtinguiſhing 
* work,and calls ro rejoycing 3 1/a- 65. 13, 14. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, My ſervants fhall 
eat, but ye ſhall be hungry ; my 2 [hall drink. but ye ſballbe thirty; bebold my (ervants Ha re- 
joyer but ye ſhah be aſhamed ; dehold my ſervants ſhallfing for Joy of heart, but je cry for ſorrow of 
heart, and howl for vexation of ſpirit. 

Thus the Saints are called to fing the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of God, and the ſong of the 
Lamb; Rev 15: 3- The Jeliverance by Moſes wa, 4 temporal deliverance from outward yok es 
and bondage 3 the deliverance of the Lamb was a (piritnal delive ance, from ſpiruual bondage : the 
deliverance that Go will give his daints from this oppreſſion, ſhill be mixed i ö their bondage 
partakes of both, ſo ſhall their deliverance be; and therefore they ſha!l ſing the ſong of Moſes and 
of the Lamb. Ii ever any perſons in the wor id had cauſe to fing the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb, we 
have this day; the bondage prepared for us, was both in ſpirituali and temporals ; about a Tyrart 
full of revenge, and a diſcipline full of perſecution, hath been our conteſt; whether the yoke of 
one and the oth r, ſnould oy he ſword and violence be put up n out necks and conſciences\is our 
controverſie. There was both Agypt an Babel in the bondage prepare i, and both theſe enraged ; 
Pharaoh doubled the rask of the Iſraelites when they did but ſpeak of liberty; what would he 
have done had he recovered them under his hand after they were eſcaped ? What would the 
thoughts of that man of btood have been. an i his ways, had he prevailed after ſo many provocati- 
ons? Cade ac ſanguin? quiſquis ab exilie. And what would their way s have been, who thought to 
ſit on hi, Tight hand and his left in his king Tom? bit of this afterwar4.Now God h iving broken bo h 
the one ſnare and the other, ſure v we hae cauſe to ſing the ſong of Moſes and of the Lamb this day, 
w hes others are in the condition men ĩoned Iſa 8. 21, 22. 

Ir is tre. all thing are not clear to ail perhaps that ſerve the Lord; ſo ne cannot rejoyce in the 
works of our God, hut they ate not the fir on whom that fin hath been charged; nothing more fre- 
quent n the Scripture, then the laying this fin at the dore of profeſſors, that they ſer not their hat- 
to the works of the Lord, f thev ae of the Armies n heeven, they will at ſength leam o Iz · 18. 
fullow the Lamb; and for the preſent.muſfick with ſome diſcords,may make melody for Pf. 48-42 
the Lord. he ſong of Deborah i; fall of corplaint; Divifion of Ruben; Gilead Dan, and 43» 44- 
Abur, ſo in their helps Merox who!yP neutral: though we have all theſe ſort. yet may Jud 5 15, 
we make a ſong to the Lord that in Jeſus Chriſt may be acceptable this day. 17,23. 

And the Lord | hope will open the evs of them, amongꝑſt u and give them to cry for mercy when 

s righteous judgements have driven them from all their holds. When the mighty Army was de- 
ſtroyed in the North about three yeers ago, many would ſce nothing in it. t that they had nor the 
bleſling of the Church; hence they beganto think of it as Balack did of Baalam, whom he bleſſed, 
the were bleſſed ; and whom be curſed they were curſed, God could not bear the robbing him of 
his glory. and giving it unto ſelhſh men; they ſhalj bleſs and bleſs again, and be no more heard then 
the Baaliſts cr, ; even to the Lord ſhall they cry hit he will! nor regard them: the Lord I ſay will 
driverhem from ſuch ho'ds as theſe chat they may acknowledge his hand. Let then the great work of 
the Lord be owned,be rejoyced in, for it will certainly bear down all that ſtand in rhe way of it- 
neither is there the leaſt true conſolation in any of theſe altera: ions, but what ariſes from a cloſing 
with it Come we to the ſecond Obſervation 

Obſ 2. The atlings of God i providence in carrying en the intereff of Chriſhare and ſhall be exceed- 
ingl, unſuited d the Reaſonings end Expeftations of the mojt of men. 

He hath a glorious work here to be DNA whom ſhould he no y make uſc? ſurely "my 
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ew1ethe rod of Chrift's ſtrength being to be ſent out of Sionand 
from Jeruſalemahe Goſpel being from thence to be publiſhed. 
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f nes exaltedsifed employed; & the han | of the Li rd evident'y lifted up in al! the © Tranſa@ion.. 

* p Some Ryreſons of this may be given, and the hiſt it tiken)s 
+ 1. From the corruptions of the hearts of men. iu n the works of Go4 ro heit , ily revfon- 
„ ir g cOrevpe in-creſls rd freier; Ahe are food wth he vida of CGrrant ew fre tn 
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1. 
the our Meſſlab, muſt b 
hu 3 uad — 
croſs ingsrnu to their expectations t was the corrupt deſigne | 
they might (er up a ſor of Tabzul in England, and th-mſefves be grext under Rim ; that 
1dz the r prtakers might impoſe upon the reſidac of rhe Nation, eſpecially inthe th 
ey great defirethat things ſuonid be thus, corrupts their min 19hink; thar it oughr t6 be 
ct, hall be ſo; Hence, Ambition to rule, ani do hre all under their power, even in & iſo 
nn quicklv miſtaken for ves to the Ki of Chr iſt re- inthrening of Tyranny is lovalty, 
nd according to Covenant; as if men ſworn to be good to th-miſetv'r, and to be rue ts #9b 
eu- | * ijnatereſÞ all their days ; which ſurely few need to be (worn to- Thus men minds and judrentbary - 
bar gre diſtempered by their luſts and intereſts,which makes them frame 2 way for God to proceed itt 
his whichwhen he doth nor, how are they ſurpriſed! * 
id. 2. For Principles; men take np principles that will anthere wnto; wite wioorh: 
yea and very rightcons too; all things wharever char ſa onriult be f { unto their 1 voy en 
nd they expect that nothing muſt be done, but hat fairs unto them if any thing contrary be 
cd wronghe, even of Go himſelf, ho'y deceive d how diſappointed e hey? = 
of The moſt tremendous judęement of God in this worldsis the hardning of the hei of n this 
on | ſeals them up forthe moſt parrto deſtrudhon- A thing ir i often in ide . and 
In many ſubti le diſputes thete are, ho jt ſhonld come forth from him u ho is moſt holy, ſerin it is the 
all preareſt 1 2 I thail give you my thongtits in 4 met eminent inffitice or ewo, as to 
— «[7 7. Look on Pharrob. of whom it is moſt figna'ly ſpoken, tat God hirdbed his heat how did 1 
t the Lord accompliſh this ? Phureob (err les himſelſ upon as riebteaus Pricdcipler as erer any of the 
ſon of men cod do; one is, Thet it Belongs to the chief Ruler of a Metin to foe to the profit ant 
nd glory of the Merion. Whit more righteous princip'e is there in me world ? Tot that tat f your | 
+ > rind give we te ere righteous their chis Hebce hwtone hides: thavif itbe e on 
ef- hin Gerlarthe Rohn receive no deri mente muſt nor let the pcople gobvy whom they recei- ; 
ey ved ſo many great God "oafrins his heart intheſe princi>'cs, which art good in then- 
et ſeluer, but hominable when takea ap againſt the mind and providence of God ; hence he and his 
of periſhed in their principe acting againſt the appearance of God. ' | 
7. It is 1lfo aid of Sihbaathe King of the Amoriter, thet bir brart wie bar dard, that be would 
A . not Let the people es through bis lau: How | pray ? Evenby adheting to chat wiſe principleyrtiac 
re it is not meet to ler « prtent enemy into the bowels of e pep; and this mide way for his raine. - 
nz I hus it i; with -nany ; they fie on princip es gh I n general, and in their ſenſon: off bound 
he muſt not be broken upʒ order muſt not be diſturbed? Let God appear never (0 eminentl v, ſo migh- 
in tily. they wiH to their Principe; hat is this bar ua elal bardnſ.? And this 1 ay is one 
Or reaſon why the act: of Gol in ſach a Di as thie, o unſuited to rhe expettarions of men 3 
he they ſquare his works to the intereſts and Principles, which ir will not anſwet. 
en 2. God ch uſeth thus to do thing above and beſi les the expectations of menxthat his Preſence & 
2 he Preſenc? of the Lord Chtiit may be the more cpi cuois in the World. Did the Lord à ales 
he walk in path that men had rarien l. that is feli tor ſach'is our wiſdom in the ways of Gad) 
ur a ot to him, che appearances of his glory would 5 is hard for men to have 
h, a :lear and naked view of the po ver of God n effefting any thing, when there is great belp of maar 


r do itʒbut it is much harder to diſcern the wiſdom of Godin an aſſair en mens own wiſdom and 
deſ gn nę is all accompliſhed- But no ven the wav of Gol is Fke the wey of an Eagle in th 
e) Ayr + when his peths ere in the deepand his footſteps are not known; then is he glorious . in hi thing 
fs Men th nl. dees would t e very gloriou : ſ ihev might be done accordint to their mindzperhaps 
5. in erd they would, bur with tte glo y, not (che glory oi God: ; | 
3- God will do ĩt for the hardwng of wany fal'e empty Profetfors. and others in the world. chat 
the judgements appuinted may come upon them to the uttermoſt. The hardning of Ron! 9. 18. 
men to their deſtruction, being a cloſe and inward work) s one of the mo't eminent Deus. 2+ 30. 
act of the providence of Go1 in governing the world ; Ry this, he accompliſh:th Pſa, 81-12. 
moſt oi the judgements that he hath As" there is noe any Diſpenſation of G 9. 22 
* G09} 
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bn 12. 40+. other ways that he uſeth for this purpoſexthis is one, the d ſpoſal of the works of his 
I, 42, 43. providence, contrary to the reaſonings of men, 1 ngs unlike y and unfuly in 
eut-32-15- the eys of fleſh and blood; that ſo hey may deſpiſe thoſe ways of his, and be broken 
in 1 unto them · Take an inſtance in Pharaoh's laſt hardning for deſtruct on; when he 
brought the people out of pt, he did not lead them the dired way into Canaan, hut carries them 
into che Wilderneſrand.ſhurs them up berween the mountains and the ſea; PHarach juſtly con- 
cludes that they are entangled beyond eſcape, an4 that he ſhall ſurely overrake then and deſtroy 
them; this draws him out to his ruine ; had God led them n the ſtraight path,probably he had not 
purſued after themʒbut the Lord lays this as a plot for rheir deſtruction. God will harden Feroboam, 
and therefore « Lion ſhall ſlay the 4 va that preached again? kj; Idolaty. So was it with the 
S2 it A glor: to attend the coming of the Meſſiah and after the coming of him indeed, 
follows them with Judgements toa total deſolation; which being ſo unſuired unto the diſ- 

ion they expected, hardneſs thereby is come upon them to the uttermoſt. Tertulſian ſays, he daie; 

ſay, That the Scriptures were on purpoſe framed in many things, to give occaſion to proud end curious 
unhumbled wits to ſhrumble and fail. And i dare ſay, that the Lord doth order many of his work; in 
the world, in ways paſt finding out,on purpoſe to give occaſion to many to ſtumble and fall. Go 
fulfillech many mighty works that could not otherwiſe be brought about, by hardning the hearts 
of men. Ihe hard: late King's heart was an ergine whereby he wrought mighty things 
and alrerations ; had not God laid obdurateneſs and ſtuht orneſs upon his ſpirit. we had long ſince 
in all probility been ruined. To accompliſn this end then, God will ſo order the works of his pro- 
viden ez that men ſhall reaſon themſelves into unreaſonable & brutiſh hardneſs and ſt1pidiry..I hus 
hath God done in the days wherein we live; his mighty acts that he hath wroughc, bath for the 
matter of the things done and the manner of their doi' g. have been ſo contrary ta mens Principles; 
Intereſts, Expectation and Reaſon that they have ſlighted them to ſuch a degree of hardning ghar 
they ſeem to have no reaſon leſt ar all; and when it comes to that, God will fa{l judicially upon che 


very faculties of their fouls ʒ he will Mind their eys, deprive them of their judgement and inſig ht 


imo things, that they ſhall be inc apable of God s mind as fqols ; and give them up to vile affettions, 
to do the things that are not ſeemly,as it hath fallen our with too mauy amongſt us. Let us now 
make (owe Ute of this pont. lt ſerves then, 

1. To diſcover the vanity. of thoſe menyho becauſe the works of God have not been carried 
on in ways ſuteble to their Reaſonings and ExpeFations do u terly rejet them, diſo vn them, & op- 
poſe him in them · Can theſe men give any one inſtance of any one eminent work of God that he hath 
brought about by ſuch ways and means as men would rarionally alot t cicun oeſpecialiy in things 
that ate in immediate ſubſerviency to the Kingdom of the Lord Chriſt ? Can they infance that 
they have been ſ@managed? nay· hath not this been a me us to harden multitudes to their deſtrudti- 
on tliat have limited the Holy One ani chalkel out paths tor him to walk in? cannot but fear that 
it was a greut provocatiou of the Ey Gods glory, that at the beginning. and in the carrying on of 


the preat a terations that have been wroughr by hs providence among us, ve did ſpeak o confirm; 


ing & continuing under any cond tion whatioe ver, any th ngs or perſons which t s in his deſign 
to evert; We muſt be promiſing to keep up the high tree, ind to keep down the /ow tree, vhich ways 
uot at all in his hougbts, neither ever came it into his heart. I hope he hath raught n;, though wir!) 
thorns o follow him ſomtimes, like Abraham not know ine whither we go. Now the Lord convince 
them who ate yet under this darkneſs; that think the wate> of Go not eijual, becauſe nor meaſured 
by their linc;that bring their crooked iules unto that which is really ſtra t. ind caſt ir away as bo- 
minable · The children oi Iſrael had got a proverb againſt the ways 0; God it was ſo raken for grant- 
ed hat the ways ef his providence were not right and ſtra\tzthar it was grow n nto a commen by- 
word: a litrle difcovery ofrhe pride and h poctiſie of their own he arr- undeceiv d them ar laſt. 

I ſhall not ſay to our Bretheren, that they have ſheved this days that if Aſolon had lived, and 
all we had been ſlain, it wonld he been well plraſing to then: bur tus tall ſay, th. t it i. a 
ſad ſigne, that our ways pleaſe no: God. when hi wa, 5 pleaſe not u, ar all. 

There being not ſpace forth-lyndiing of the remaining Tropofirions, I ſha!l goe forth to one 
general! uſe, and ſo conclude. Now 
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70 „ 1120. God towards man.,but he can, and doch ſomtimes cauſe it to be ſo managed and or- 
Ie. 6. 9, 10, dered, that it ſuall be a way and means of hardning ſuch as he hath appointed therc- 
1» 12s, . - unto. Some are hardned by the word, ſome by merctes,ſome by [udgenent;. Among- 
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exeicited with varicusz judgements, the reſidue of them are ſaid to be ſaved: 4s « firebrand 
the burning ; that is, powerfully, eff rally, ſrom à very terrible, and a very neer deſtcuRion. 
Aſter all the Lords great diſpenſation of providence, in carrying on his own deſigne, th s being 
the condition of the people of this Nation. many being deſtroyed by foregoing 
reſidue now faverl like a firebrand out of the burning, God having given vs this i ſſue of his migh- 
ty works, in pnlling down the hign tree, and exalting the low tree, ir cannot hut be our wiſdom 
To cloſe with the conncel which God gives in ſuch fa condition; and that you have, I ſays Amos 
4.12. Becauſe I will doe this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael Seeing that all this is 


d one, Prepare to meet thy God, O Eugland; Prepare to meet thy God, O Parliament ; Prepare te 


aneet thy God, O Army : To lead you a litt e towards the performance of this duty, it being that, 
and that alone, which is incumbent on you, | ſhall ſhew you theſe two things 
1. What it i wherein we are to meet our God 2. How mnſl we meet him therein- 
For the fiſt, there are three ways wherein we muſt meet the Lord, if we deſire to anſwer his 
mind in any of theſe di ſpenſations. & 4 
I. In the way of his Providence. 
2. In the way of his Wor ſhip. 
3+ In the way : his Holineſs. | MG ed: 
Firſt, I he eminent ways or the "rovidence of God in the e days,may be referred unto 3. heads» 
1. His general deſign to pull damn all thoſe high oppoſitions to the Kingdom of his Son, which 1 
have mentioned. 3 | | 
2 His peculiar m to ſtain the glory of all leſt; to pull down high trees that no fleſh may glory- © 
3. Hu ſhaking of allendearments and — bear below, that the hearts of bi may be fixed 


5 , 


© only on the things that cannot be ſhaken. 


And theſe upon all accounts and confiderations hatſoever, apptar to be the main tendencies 
of aRingy of Providence-in theſe our days. ; | 


Secondly, There js the way of his Werſhip, wherein alſo he will be met: Its moſt remote ſrom 
my thoughts to enter into conteſts concerning that perculiar way of Geſpe! Worſhip, which Chriſt 


hath appointed. It ſufficerh me, that ſeeing God hath promiſed, that in theſe days he will have 
his Tabernacle with men, and that barreneſs and drought (ball be on every ſoulfthat comes up to his 
feaſt of Tabernacler, it is bottom ſufficient to preſs men to meet him in that way. according as he 
ſhall gratiouſty make out light inro them. 7 5 

2. There is the way of his Holineſs ; as he is holy, ſo are all his ways holy, ſo he will be met 
and walked with , in all ways of holineſs and obedience to Jeſus Chriſt ; and theſe are the 
ways wherein God will be met by his Remnant, his delivered Remnant, . 

2. What when is it to meet the Lord in any of theſe ways ? What is it to met him in the 
way of his Providence, his Worſhip, his Holineſs ? To meet one i- any thing, is to cloſe with 
him in any thing: We ſay, here n, I meer you, when we are of one mind. Lo meet the Lord in 
theſe things, is to cloſe with the will and mind of God in them; this is that which l would ex- 


| arc as a brand ſnatched our'of the burning. 


| 1. Meet him in his generall deſign of calting down all combined oppoſition to the Kingdom of 
| his Son 3 that Gol in his appoinged time will bring forth the Kingdom of the Lord Chriſt unto 


| 


L 


| 


i J hort · you unto, yea lay the charge of God upon you this day, even on? youſ and your Companions, 


more glory and power, then in former days, I preſume you ate perſwaded : what ever mill be 


more, theſe ſix things are clearly promi fed. 


| 


| 


1.Fulnes of peace unto the Goſpel e the profeſſors thereof: lia. 115, & 84. 23. Iſa 33. a0. Rev. 2 1. 
2. Purity and 6:4uy of Ordinances, and Goſpel Worſbip, Rev. 11. 1. Ch. 2 1.5 I be Tabernacle 
was w holly made by appointment, Ma!. 3.3 4. Tach. 14.18. Rev. 2127. Zech. 14.23 · Ia. 35˙8. 

3-Multitudes of converts inan perſont yea Nut font: Iſa. 50. , Ch. 65. 9. Ch. 49. 18,40 23 Rev. 7. C. 

4. The full caſling out and feeling of all will worſhipand their attendant <Shomination Rev.11-2, 


F 5s. Pro efſed jubjeFion of the Nations throughout the whole world untothe Lord Chriſt © Dan. 
2-44. Ch.. las Ia. 50.6798. rhe Kingdoms become & c. amongſt whom is appearance [hall be 


ſo glos icu, thai Da ved himſelf (hall be ſaid to raign. 


6. A moſt glorious and dreadjull breakyng of all that riſe iu oppeſition unte bim? Ua. 50.1 2N 12 


never ſuch c clolations, Kev · 15.171151. * 


Kow this I ſhall take from that of the Prophet Arres 4.12. the generality of the people oo | 
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1 inp like a Potterr veſſel: in is a part ofthe defigne of Providence, wherein we are to 
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in @rder to brit in of this his Rule and K ing lom, v ih its atrendencies; the Lot d 
in the firft place to cat down che things th t ſtand in his way, daſhing bis ene · 


meet hin days: and here I ſhall ſpeak a word, 1. unto them who are enabled to look 
through che clouds an darkneſt, whereby his pachs are eneompaſſed. 2. unto them who cannot. 

1, Be you perſwaded to meet the Lord in this his defign, yea to continue ſtedfaſt in helping 
{rim again?t che migh y; I ſpeak not only to you who are in Authority, nor unto y onto whom the 
fee Ng girded but unto all that wiſh well to Sen; We have every one our mit? that we may 
caſt into this tre iſury, we may be all Princerin this es ſeʒ al! Iſtaeli prevailers with God and mer- 
There be three things whereby even you, who are but as the number, the common ſouldiert of 
Chrift,may meet ihe Lord in this cefgne. : \ 

1 By faith ; believe the promiſes, cloſe with them, act fa'th upon them, and you will be- 
P/. 11641, 4. Fieverhe Beaſſ. unto deftruFion, Antichrift into the pit, and Magog to ruine, believe 
Yſ. . %, that th: enzries of chriſt ſbaſ be made »his footſtool, that the Nations ſhall be his 
Mic. $-3-4 inheritance, that he ſhall rain gloriouſly in beauty, char he (hal! ſmit in proces 
Iſa. C. i 2. the hrad over divery Nations > live in the faith of theſe things)» an l as ir will | 
give you the ſweetne 8 of chem heforerhey come, ſo it will haſten their coming beyond the en- | 
deavors of chouland+s yea million of armed men ; . | 

2 bim w'th your ſupplications ; cry unto hin, as Fſ.45-344,5 Gird thy ſwordupon thy 
thigh,0 ma mighty, with glory and thy mately. And in thy majofly ride proſperon/h, becauſe f 
truth, end mevhneſs, and righteouſneſs ; and thy right hand ſhai teach thee terrible things. Thins | 
arrows ere ſharp in the heart of the Kings enemies, whereby the people faWunder thee. This will 
wake you to be the Armies of Heaven, th t foliow him in his great underrak ngs · Rev. 19. 14. [tis 
his praying people that are hi. conqurring Armies that follow him: Now you hind it coming, 
leave not pulling with all your &enerh. leaſt it role back again, Count not two or three arrowes, 
and ſo give over, bur never leave ſhooting, uni! the encinics of the Lord be all deſt oyed. 

and 10 
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3- Sceing ir is his Goſpel who'e ad ance ment the Lord Jeſus aymeth at in all thefe difpen- 
farions, ſe quarre! alone hejrevengeth, (whit ever men may do) he ip on to the advance- 
nt of rhat Goiſ ei of his, which as formerly it va opprefſ-4 bv the height an! :yrarny of the | 
cer of Bau, ſo for the pte ſent, is exce-dingly defiteci and cumbred by the rubbiſh of it, being | 
ir: o ne meaſare caſt down. ; | ' 

4+ Whereas in the e diſpenſations, it is moſt eminently and ſrequertly in the prai'e of Chriſt 
ſaid, thar eis "uſt andr ghreov gn ail his Ways, as you may ſee in all the acc amations of the 
Saints upon the execrrio': Of his judgements on his enemies (Tt and righteous art thou)wlihis 
fignaly done on th s accom; becauſe the vas whereby he dorh it, are co inted mot unrię hto fi 
in the world; in this then a.. is he to be mer, even in the am niſtrat ion of juſtice and judge - | 
ment, You wifl other wile cerra:nfy be found in a croffe path unto him, and be borge down before 
him This is that wiſdom which he cals tor among the ud ges of the earth, when be is er to rain 


on his holy hill, Pf 2. 10, 11. 0 


2. [ſhall adde one word or two unto them, who either from the darkneſs of the things them- | 
ſelves, or from the prejudices and! remprations of their own ſpirits, ore not able to di:cern e 
righteonſneſs of the wavs of God bur rather ſiſt up themſelves againſt him. 

1. Then conſider the conſtanr appearing ot Gol apainſt every-party, that under any colour of 
ptetence whitiever have lifted up theinſelves for the reenſorcement of things. a; un former das hat 
coluur or . ſo ever they have put on ar which way ſoever they have turn d themſelves, . 


Goff hath ſtill appear d againſt them : can 1 ou not diſcern his |eavening their Councels with folly 
and madneſs, "weaning their hearts and hinds, making the ſtrong become as towe, and the g 
ſuc reſſefu 2 reproach ? though they have gone from mountain io mountain ro ſeek for /vinatien. r 

ani chany'd their prevences almoſt as often as Laban did Facobs wages, yer they find ne ther - 


Jraud nor enchentment that wilt prevaile; and doth not this proclaime, that the detigne which 
God had in hand, is as yet marvelouſſy at ove you. 

2. Confer the conſtant anſwer of Prayers which thoſe which have waited on God in theſe 0 
diſpenſation : (to their unſpeakable conſolation; ) have received; fin ding God to be nigh unto them | * 
'n ff that they callupen him for n if in this thing, they regarded tniquity in their hearts, ſurely 

| God 


2 - God would not have lend them: others ale cry, even to the Lord db they arys hut he | 
: \ tear itneis to the abom:nation of their heart; 3 6 that upon theſe and ſuch like conſider 
a you would at lat take the councel of the Plalmiſt.45. 10. be till, and know. thet be” is Ga 
. ſilent before him for he is riſcn our of his holy habitat ion, ſay» God heath done great 
0 theſe, who huh hardn'd himſelf againſt him and proſpered ? And this is the fuſt particular. 
4 2. The 2* deſigne of providence in theſe diipenſations, is evidently ro flain the glory of ell fleſh, 
* {0 1/4-23.9- never did the Lord any works more em nently? whar ſort ol men is amongſt 
us whole glory God hath not ſtained ? 1 had rathier leave chis unto ſilent thoughts, then to give 
* you particular inſtances of t: orherwiſe it were very eaſy to make it as clear a> the Sun, that 
f God hath left neither ſelf bongur nor glory to any of the (ons of men meet him then in this alſo. 
E * 1. Cea e putting confid-nce in Min, (a/ he 15 a erm, ant the Son-of Man is bum a worme, his 
A breath is in his noſtrils, and herein it he to be accounted of ? this ule doth the Church mike of 
© 4 mercies, P ſ. 20.5, . ſome ttuſt n hocſes, an loinc in chartocs, bur we Mill remember the name of f 
G the Lord: we will not truſt in ar{iamencs or Armies, all fleſh is graſs, (Iſe+ 40. ] let it have its | 
5, Withering time and avay; lee no Wiſdom but the Wiſdomof God, no ſtrength but the ſtrengrh of 
1 Dod, nogtory but his | | ; | 
Þ + 2. Have any of us, any glory, any Crowns, any gifts, ny graces, any *iſiom oc Valo, any 4 
! ueful endowm.n's, let u, caſt then all down at the feet of Jeſus Chriſt ; if we looke on them, 1 
y if we keep them as our o vn, Bod withers al{lthzir beauty. all their g'orys Thus do the Elders why | 
ES w3rſhip the Lamb for ever, Rom 4-19-11. ſay to him Lord Jeſus, thin? is th: Kingdom and the 7 
1 | glory, thine are all th: mighty wertes which hev? been wrought in our deys, thi e «rc tue Means .% 4 
; 


a whereby they have been accompliſhed 3 we are nathing, we can do no hing, thou act all, and in 
„ « } + all: anith:s is the ſecond. 


4 3. Heaymes at the ſþ1{in; of all rheſ- things here below ;. he is raking dowa the rate and ; 
77 pt ico o all things hete belo , on that which was worth 1000 he take; his bill and writs down N 
(carce the 1000 part ; he hath laid hi; hand upon the 25 of che Nation, and hath fitted wings : 
- unto al: their Treaſures) and ſo eininently written vanity and uncertainty on them ally as mult 
1 needs leſſen the t eſteem, weic not men bſinded by the go4 ot this World 3 in this al. o are ve to ö 
- meet the Lord. 
SJ 1. By gett ing a /ow eſt%em -f the things that Goll is thu, ſhiki ig. and that upon this account, q 
ER, tut ite lliakcs chem tor this very end and pur pole, that we ſhauld hn4 neither teſt nor peace in 
ſt | then; perhaps thou haſt nad a Cefire ro be ſa nbod) in the World, thou ſeeſt thy ſeli come ſhoct of 
an what thou zymedit at 3 ſay nov with M-:phizoſb:th upon the return oi Div. d, nut on! y h, bu N 
wo ler all go, ſeeing that the Lord Jeſus !h:!1 ta gu with glory 3 4 man may ton-tune, beat a ter vant, 
ſor the m huctton of his Sm; Gul hath fhaxzn the enjoyinens ol his e ems, to lead his 
4 | fr ends to diſ eſtetin then, God forbid, the quite contrary ſnou. d be lound upon any of ut- | 
"2 2. By lat:0ring to find all riches and treaſuie, in the Lord Chril 3 the earth ſtiggers like a 
MN dtunkeu man the Princes of it are teduce ] ro a morſel of bread ; al that is ſeen» is of nu | 


va'ne; doth not G d duect us ty the en pat A5, to th teure that cannot be de. hoyed? many 
„ 1/19 will ſh:w us an) good? Lord life thou up the light of thy ceuntenance upon us. 

2 are io nert the Lid in the w4y 0 hy Ord:ninccryin the way of Go. pel wor. h p ihe e 
altinę of the Lori Chriſt hete a ih iiſue o. ali the nigity works 0. God; this is given in as 


of the n oi all; Ru. 12 3. The tabzrnietes of God , &c. ater preat ſhakings, the þ omile 111 . 

4 is of a new H 4v:n , ew th, Na. 58.10. Ru. 21. f · and this is thut the people of God put them- | | 
* ſelve upon n the days wherein BA is to be dd, Ferem 50.3, 8,5, 28. thar is t work 
Y they ihcen take m hend; the end of all is t e building of the temple, EN ec. and this the concluſion | 
on that the pep e of God do make, J 2.3% and iftis be neg ected, the Lord will fay of uz as - 

5 David v. Naba!, ſure'y in vine hav? I kept ther m an! all that they baue; to meet the Lord in 


| th s al:v. | 

h 1. In ure Ailtgently into his mind and . that you may know his paths, and be acquainted 

w th h:> 1turuce . U dare la „ no Te npanon in the world, prefſ's with note colour and violeuce 

von mnt race thenthatioa nm et ofwalknng in] ho ding commun on w th Gi mn 
' a ? hy 


* 4 0 il * 2 P . 
ya 154 ( » £ 3-0... 9 , i u. 4 s bk $ 3-1} ( > th Sa 0 1 6. I, 


44% PG Hou « 5 


7775 
2 . af Jaa 4 


8 be. 
Ld : yy a LE, 
x ws ens „ 
K 1 LAY Bol 


e * or Fo 
. 0 


like the” e 1255 175 


Ti 13 \4.7 
: * %; 


elſewhere a If x: 


n 3 80 557 


— meet the Lord i cis day of our deli — 
e Nn alterdtarivels. | | 
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| neva ſer ye our laſts and our ſelves without fear, 
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Me Dodd in holinef:; 7225 chat whichthe” - 


har is N. mans of fill, jet not him that is 
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